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August 30, 2009

Redskins Park

Redskins Head Coach Jim Zorn
On Antwaan Randle El’s training camp:

“I think his skill level is high.  I think his camp was excellent.  He didn’t miss a day.  He ran hard, he’s run all three positions and he’s done whatever we’ve asked.  We haven’t seen him much on punt returns because we’ve been looking at other guys too.  If we asked him to go back there and return a punt, he’s been practicing that every single day.  He gets no love right now on the returns because we’ve been evaluating other guys.”  

On how Antwaan Randle El can improve from last year as a punt returner:

“I think he got better as we went along.  I think once he saw some of the things he was doing in his initial movements [after catching the ball], I think he corrected that and got better as the year went on.  Right now, we’re looking at other guys, but he’s that sure-handed guy if we needed a sure catch in a difficult situation, and certainly, we’re not afraid to put him back there.”
On how cuts affect the attitudes of the players:
“I made a statement out there that it’s not all about just the business.  If you think that it’s only the business, then you don’t give yourself a chance because you’re just looking at numbers as a player and thinking, well, I don’t really have a chance.  And that’s not the truth.  The truth is, everybody has an opportunity to make this football team and we’re evaluating every day at practice and evaluating every one of these games.  The significance of that is that you can’t play this game half of the time; you can’t make plays only half of the time.  Fifty percent passers don’t make the squad normally.  You’ve got to be better than that.  So, these guys have got to do better than doing it right half of the time.  They’ve got to do it right all of the time, or almost all of the time.  We’re shooting for that for these players.  The guys that are gone, they’re not bad players; they’re decent players.  We’ve got a lot of good players on our team.  But, we have to make choices, and they’re the ones, at this particular time, we felt needed a little more work.” 

On linebacker Alfred Fincher being let go:

“I don’t want to take anything away from [Alfred] Fincher because he’s worked really hard and he has improved, but to us, there was kind of a ceiling on him compared to some of the other guys who are coming on.  Now, he may have been more seasoned, but sometimes with a younger guy, there is a potential there that you like – speed, or a flash that I think coaches are looking at that give those guys a little longer look.”

On if his drop in the Baltimore game changed the tide for wide receiver Marques Hagans:

“It wasn’t just that one play.  Again, I think that as the preseason starts, the guys that don’t continue to rise up and really make a difference are the guys you really have to question, and make a decision.  We’d love to work with these guys longer.  But, that’s not available to us.  When you made the statement that it’s just business - part of it is because there is a time factor involved.  Eventually, we have to make a decision and we’re forced into those things.  That would be kind of the checks and balances of how to do that.”  
On if returning kicks helped Redskins wide receiver Devin Thomas get into more of a groove against the Patriots:

“I don’t know if it was the kickoff returns.  I just think, the week before, he felt like he could do better and I think he just came in deciding to pick this thing up.”    
On what he liked from Devin Thomas’ kick-return performance against the Patriots:

“Well, on that first kickoff had we made one more block he might have been further up the field. That sparked him to take every kickoff as hard as he could go and try to break one.  I love that attitude, and then it transferred into his concentration level the whole game. He made some significant plays and had a few significant catches.”

On what he wants to see from Marcus Mason:

“I think we can see that he’s a pretty good runner. What I’m looking for is his blocking. How he pass blocks and then how he can contribute on special teams. Clinton [Portis] is going to be our workhorse.  Ladell Betts is a very good back, and we’ve got Rock Cartwright who’s an excellent special teams player, who knows his job when he enters the game. That’s what we need to see from Marcus.”

On if Albert Haynesworth practiced today:
“No, he didn’t come out. He was curled up with some stomach problems.”

On if Cody Glenn’s play against the Patriots weighed into the decision to cut Alfred Fincher:

“I don’t think that alone, but again I think it was more that the younger guys are still coming on. In all fairness he was here a year ago, and the other guys are doing as well as him, so we decided maybe they’ll have a higher ceiling once he’s gone. I think he’ll be playing somewhere. I don’t think it’s over for him, as well as some of those other guys. I think Marques Hagans will be playing somewhere. Again, I think that as we make these cuts, you’re going to see these guys in different places.”

On if the roster competition is more competitive than previous years:

“No, we have a bigger nucleus of players we feel that it would be very hard to make a decision on. We’re still working on the kicker situation, the backup quarterback situation, offensive line, and defensive line. Really some of the things are stalled out. There’s a lot of competition still left. That’s why this game is an important game for us. This is not just, ‘Oh this is the last preseason game, let’s keep everybody healthy, and move on down the road.’ We’re going to go out and try to perform.”

On the kicking competition evaluation process with a lack of field goals in the preseason games:

“We use the competition out here [in practice]. The pressure is on. When you’re in a competition you’ve got to be out here making field goals as well because we’re not afforded the situation, only when they come, we have to use our practice time and create a competitive situation as well.” 

On the first team offense playing Thursday:
“We’re going to play our guys some because I want them to have that consistent readiness. They have to prepare, they have to come out and prepare in pregame, prepare the night before the game, and prepare this week so that they can be ready to play. I haven’t decided how long, but I have decided that, yes, they will play.  Clinton Portis is not going to play.  There’s a couple guys that are still rehabbing like Carlos Rogers.  I don’t know if Carlos will play.  I’m not as concerned about that, but I am concerned that we prepare just like it’s a regular game so we can get that consistent preparedness.  Chase Daniel will play.  Todd [Collins] possibly will play.  Colt [Brennan] will play.”  

